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Defense Deployment

Seaports have an important role in national defense; thus, the
existence of landside impediments to ports raises concerns
about military readiness in addition to those of transportation
efficiency. Many of the resolutions to these impediments are the same
as those addressed elsewhere in this report, but some requirements
for military readiness are unique.

The enormous logistical support required for deploying U.S.
troops during the Desert Shield/Storm buildup of 1990-1991 illus-
trates the dependence of the modern military on the civil infrastruc-
ture of the United States. Seaports played a major role. More than 4
million tons of cargo were shipped through U.S. ports alone to pro-
vide material to troops deployed in the Persian Gulf (considerable
amounts of equipment were shipped from Europe and other locations
as well). By most accounts few bottlenecks occurred at domestic
ports, but not only did the buildup occur during a period in which
other business was slack, it unfolded over 7 months: in a crisis requir-
ing a faster or larger mobilization, more commercial cargo shipments
may be disrupted and more bottlenecks experienced. Military deploy-
ment planning is already heavily dependent on the intermodal system
and containerization and is pushing harder in this direction. In the
aftermath of Desert Shield/Storm, defense planners intend to move
even more supplies in the vehicles shipped as part of the initial de-
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